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LAND TYPES (and their component land systems)
LAND SYSTEMS OF THE LOWER MURCHISON RIVER AREA
Bibliographic reference
Hennig, P. (2009) "Land Systems of the Lower
Murchison River area".  To accompany "An inventory
and condition survey of the Lower Murchison River area,
Western Australia", Department of Agriculture and
Food, Western Australia Technical Bulletin No. 96.
Acknowledgements
Survey by A.L. Payne and P. Hennig, Department
of Agriculture and Food Western Australia.
Digital topographic/cadastral base supplied by the
Western Australian Land Information Authority, 2008.
Map produced by Geographic Information Services,
Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia.
Reference
Projection:  Transverse Mercator
Datum:  Geocentric Datum of Australia 1994
Grid:  Map Grid of Australia 1994
Source data:  Field survey and interpretation of aerial
photography.
Use of Map:  This map is designed for use at a scale of
1:250,000.  Technical queries should be directed to
Rangeland Survey Group, Department of Agriculture
and Food, Western Australia.
C Western Australian Agriculture Authority, 2009
River/stream/lake
114°00'E
114°00'E
114°15'E
114°15'E
114°30'E
114°30'E
114°45'E
114°45'E
115°00'E
115°00'E
115°15'E
115°15'E
28°00'S
28°00'S
27°45'S
27°45'S
27°30'S
27°30'S
27°15'S
27°15'S
27°00'S
27°00'S
26°45'S
26°45'S
I N D I A N
O C E A N
Scale 1:600,000
0 10 20 30 40 50
Kilometres
Hills and ranges with acacia shrublands 
 Tum Tumblagooda Rugged plateaux crests, valleys, gorges and slopes supporting patchy low to tall 
mixed shrublands of acacias, melaleucas and heathland species. 
Low hills with eucalypt or acacia woodlands with halophytic undershrubs 
 Pil Pillawarra Plateaux, mesas, hills and footslopes supporting annual grasslands, herbfields and 
degraded halophytic shrublands. 
Low hills and stony plains with acacia shrublands 
 Aja  Ajana  Stony undulating rises and ridges of granite and gneiss with tall acacia-casuarina 
shrublands.  This system occurs around the very small Mt View pastoral lease. 
Stony plains with acacia shrublands 
 Bou Boulder Gently undulating stony plains and low rises supporting patchy acacia shrublands. 
Stony plains with acacia shrublands and halophytic shrublands 
 Mon Mongolia Very gently sloping to flat sandy-surfaced lateritic plains strewn with ironstone 
gravels, supporting acacia and minor halophytic shrublands. 
Sandplains and occasional dunes with grassy acacia shrublands 
 Kal Kalli  Elevated, gently undulating red sandplains edged by stripped surfaces on laterite 
and granite; tall acacia shrublands and understorey of wanderrie grasses (and
spinifex locally). 
 Sln Sand plain Extensive, gently undulating red sandplains with occasional dunes, supporting tall 
wanyu shrublands with mainly shrub (but locally grassy) understorey. Also 
sometimes low woodlands of sandplain gidgee. 
Sandplains with acacia, mallees and heath 
 Bug Bung abandi Plains with thin sand cover, drainage tracts and minor stony plains supporting scrub.
Clm Cooloomia Undulating sandplain and minor stony rises presenting a distinctive park-like 
landscape with clumped vegetation (discontinuous mallee woodlands and thickets of 
myrtaceous shrubs) mixed with open grassy slopes. 
 Eur Eurardy Gently undulating sandplain with low dunes, supporting acacia shrublands, patchy 
mallee and tree form eucalypts and low heathlands, representing a transition to the 
South-West Botanical Province; only in far south-east of survey area. 
 Jos Joseph Undulating yellow sandplain supporting dense mixed shrublands with patchy   
mallees. 
 Klb Kalbarri Very gently undulating, yellow and grey sandplains and minor plains with thin sand 
cover over rock supporting tree heath, scrub heath and heath. 
 Nga Nanga Undulating plains of aeolian sand supporting diverse assemblages of South-West 
Botanical Province vegetation, mostly shrub heath and tree heath dominated by 
proteaceous and myrtaceous species. 
 Nrn Nerren Very gently undulating red sandplain with tall wanyu shrubland and patchy mallees. 
Plains with eucalypt woodlands with non-halophytic undershrubs 
 Hig Highway Plains with prominent York gum woodlands and acacia shrublands with mixed low 
shrublands. 
Alluvial plains with acacia shrublands 
 Hol Holmwood Gently undulating saline stony and alluvialplains below low breakaways on Permian  
sedimentary rocks on the eastern margins of the Victoria Sandplain; supports 
snakewood and various halophytic shrublands. 
 Ydi Yand i  Alluvial plains, terraces, river beds and fringing plains supporting acacia shrublands 
with minor halophytic shrublands. 
Alluvial plains with eucalypt woodlands and halophytic undershrubs 
 Sto Stork  Gently undulating stony plains supporting York gum woodlands and acacia tall 
shrublands. 
Alluvial plains with halophytic shrublands 
 Bay Bayou  Saline alluvial meander plains and river floodplains with anatomising river channels 
supporting halophytic shrublands with overstorey shrubs and eucalypts. 
 Rod Roderick Broad, saline riverine plains, with numerous grassy drainage foci and claypans 
adjacent to central alluvial plains and major channels; also non-saline marginal 
hardpan wash plains; mainly supports halophytic shrublands. 
 Yor York  Flat, low-lying clay plains, with minor areas of sandy-surfaced plains, supporting 
mainly open woodlands of York gum above low shrublands of saltbush and 
cottonbush. 
Calcrete plains with acacia shrublands 
 Bia Bibra  Plains and low rises on calcrete supporting dense tall melaleuca and acacia 
shrublands. 
Coastal plains, cliffs, dunes, mudflats and beaches; various vegetation  
 Zuy Zuytdorp Elevated plains and low hills near the Zuytdorp coastline with varied assemblages of 
South-West Botanical Province vegetation; low heaths, mallee shrublands and 
paperbark thickets. 
